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n the summer of 1981, 1 received my lirst seaplane ride in a 5-year-

old Lake Buccaneer that was equipped to the hilt. It was exhilarat-

ing! Taking off and landing in the water all afternoon, then return-
ing to the airport for hangaring and fuel that same evening was
absolutely spellbinding. It was like having your own magic carpet. The
plane’s owner only tantalized me further with his tales of travel all across
the country, splashing down in various lakes and rivers that were
between his airport fuel stops. He was like an carly explorer, never know-
ing what was beyond the next horizon, but knowing he just had to find
oul. Each trip was taken for fun and adventure more than to get some-
where in a hurry. Very few airplanes in history have provided that sense
ol adventure, and most of those are gone now, or relegated to a museum.
But he had a Lake amphibian—a modern-day equivalent of the roman-
tic flying hoats of years past.
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Woedlees to sy, | was bitten by the

seaplane bug. | hod to hove one of

a5 tmcthilly a8 | coubd, |

e
.-,'w.'\.l'lll
would nieed o el odweE jusi lxe his®
comments under his
brenth about @ll of the egquipment his
T, i ||-\.1" =1 '~||| ] mi & o |'|| e
e still had from the orignal pur
chase I'm lucky

lalling ol of

beE ot Do much money |

He made a few

I abbdn’t drerarn e
nis gdock!
magic carpeis didnt come cheap, B

Dviously,

was a marvelous, magical alrplane.
Baui definitely out of myv Ananchal
lEapiie.

that {odlowed, 1

Crver the decade

playved mround with a ot of sirplanes
including a homebaih Osprey 1
amprhibkian and an Avid Flver on
floars. 1 really bebleved the Ospresy
would be the inexpensive altermative
to the Like amphibian | was [oaking
Hying this
Avid wirs thee most fun [d had in an
alrplame,
slowy to be
machine, The

fll'_ tl-\.:l I '.'..Cr\-.ll'l ovEn Close
bicet thie Asdcl was [ FET A 0]
A pe -|| CTOSS-CHUniry
dream of a capable
cross-country amphibian like thal
Buccaneer was permanently stuck in

and so | 'aIIII':IF":lH.'II iy

my  mind

discovery and adrennre.
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seqreh for an ISy altemative
i a Lake, After investigating counl
bess manufaciurers claims, | ound
all fell short, Read short, As
miuich &5 1 didn't want (o [ ultimagely
Rave Lip o ther bcbieg that an (nexpen

shve alvermative existed

aat they

Py Lake
1993 that | started
s Lake markst as

1 Wl

Finding |

It was in
res¢nrch th & pofen
tal B
again at the high prices when [ stum

i
gElirg Ciscosirmeed

bled onto an alder 180 NOrsCPoe
LA-4 In dine
wins far Inom poetty biet 1 the 235, (0K

I'||'|;'|_| ol restorateEr. it

perice range it was affordable
Having o Dokl ol o buy a 180
|||| Lakis because thiey

were e

| hvesitated on the purchase,

caplaining o

|h.||.'..|r|_|_|_
why |

LARE  ONWNTRET

changed fmy mind. He insisted on
demonsirating his arplang in e
wialer [or me so he coubd disprove the
rumiors. Dot of curosity more than
anything el | agreed to the demon
stratian

e seller and his friend brought i
1o the lake [ live onand ook me foro
beauiiful Wisconsin

rice. It was

she

wind znd
WVRIeT

WwWere ||--\,,-|,, I||-|!|

summaer dayv, with a calm

lemperalures 0 e mid-80 s

corslitbons, hmwover,
ihe=al with widespresd glassy wiale
Much 1oy old LA

had no trouble lifting thres ful| :.'I'-'-'- J

SUPESe, e

men with a masthy full tank of fue
ifier an houn
wis convinood the 180-hp Lake coube
tlo amythangs | needed,

the waler! O r-|,|-.-

w0 | bought il

Restoratic
The pexy five ypisars o ownership
invalved an extensive fesioralbbn

Even though this aifplane was ovel
thilrty years old and hsd acoumuilated
over 1700 hours of Meht time, most of
thes mechanical sSystems
condition
wirk |
ultimately spent on cosmetics. By the
time | s |

.I||]|:||:'|.I.'-:'||I||"|'| S200000 clallars i the

wWene 11

vicellent working B

what | savisd on mechandcal

WS bkl invvested

restoration, pius o ot of my own
e, Bt the end resudis wene good
amphibian that is

finished o my liking

| mow oam a Lake
| kEnoww wieal 1=

wrnderneatly all that

new paint amd
interior: and | leamed a
airplane in the process
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The design 1s
eminiscent of those
grand Grumman
f{lying boats—

only smaller.

Lakes ame essentially hand-bull air
craf. ¥ou will find subile differences
between aircralt, even if they ane within
th s mvode] vear and serkal numiber
range. All of these aincralt are Duile
strong. and iit's obwious they were very
sillfully designed. That  shoualdn' be
surprising. since the Lake ampibian
anginally known as the Grumman
|.Il.|||-I ] was really thie lasi of ihe Breat
Grumman flying boais. Through iis
evilution from Tadpole to Colonial
Sdmmer, LA-4, Buccaneer H-.'|1|.'H:||,I|.',
and now the miihitary Seawoll voersbon,
e GeskEmn is S reminscent of those
grand Grumman flyving boats—only
smalles

Economic Utility

U LA-4's Ba- potind vsebal load is
sery realistic, With my wife and | and a
full toank of fmel, we have almaoss 300
pounds of payvioad lelt over [or addi
tional passengers of haggage. Thene s
plenty of space in the bapage area,
especiatly with the rear seail removed

[hax 180-hp engine burns an averapge
ol eight  gallons T howur, which
inclucles o lot of fiel-pussling water
wiork. Becawse the Lake is faster than
many' ol the Hoatplancs | By with, | can
inrattie back o around 60 percent
power lor many of the trips we toke
Fven when | iy by mvaedl, | Pvpuicmliy
criise ot how posver setings o avoid

making o much noise amound the

ouses el sicround the akes and
rivers where | operaie. |'m cpuile con
tent crulsing at 105-110 mph (or a
joyriade, bt trimmeed and losded prop
ey thae LA-4 will do an honest 1 30 mph
wien pushed

* Rebuild Specialisis
lim:r Oeer, PEW R-9583

Parts: 425-486-3224 » B00-423-5526 USA/Canada

Fax: 425-486-5471

Service & Instruction: 425-486-1257 * Fax: 425-485-4774
G3X1 N.E. 175%th » Kenmore, WA 9B02E

FAA Certfied Repair Stavion: GJREIG3IA  www. kenmoreair.com

French Luuln Holel Barge Cruises

200 Exclusive SPA Discoant
Mormal Price S4000-35000Vcabinwi
5P Member Price S 3000-33 701wk

PefChRoeE A, CrH

Trae] To Odber World Destinatbons @t monimiom P0%: discount

e2 il 5% SPA discount off the lowesl available pri
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L R A B A T P e [ 0 [l [T RR T SN ST R i 1]
:|_-_||.!_' v oal meEmber B Dedhant

o Ariieal '. Warer Hhang




rpaort Lneratior

Lightly loaded, the 180-hp Lakes
G50-foon takeodl and 1000-fpm climib
surprises most pilots. Wide-track in
cycle gear and trailing-link main gear
miake bndings on ol terra firma easy,
The approach is best Nown ar B0
mph, with 70 over the fence, and 55
&0 at touchdowr. A |i':||1‘|lt:-'ﬁ'l-'! Fes 1
be carried all the way through the
approach and landing. The high
thrust line gives you an “auitImBEic
Aare when power Is reduced. which
makes for very nice landings. The
wells, and engine
give the airlframe plenty of drag.
which permits sensationally steep

lw.!_!llll'l S0Ms, RESLE

aj ||||||L||_|'||,-- and rapid deceleration,
especially with the gear down. Brakes
in the average Lake are nothing exira
ardinary

Water Handling

The Lake amphibian ks very differ
ent from a floatplane an the water
Being a dyved-in-the-wool *loat”™ guy,
[ didn’t see the need for a significant
amount of type-specific Lake train-
ing. A seaplane is a seaplame, nght
Wrong, Afver myv initial Lake checkoul
raining wore off and | starfed o
revert back to my old Moatplane
habits, things stamed getting hairy
After o few sinus-cleanng incidents
im wiich 1 mere or bess lost control of
the airceaft during the waler landing,
| was feeling pretty defeated. MNot 1o
miention scared, | continued o iy the
LA-4 from land, but just wasn't inte
otedd 1 |.|-"-||'|:.! wWaler opeTRtinns wikh

2000 Amniad . whanli FIvireg

it anymaone, Realbdng it wias kind i
stupid 1o hoee i seaplane that §didnt
want (o put in firually
found the sense 1o put my ego aside,
and -"“‘-”'-H'-"I for further Lake I]Iln:lll
LN .".F-|I1|I|.'I1I|!. my loaiplance
habilEs  Were gjuine obwioes 1o M

the water, |

instrucior so he F:.r-.n.ulf'nl: igve with
a quick refresher course on the
a Lake

three basic rules for flying
amphubian

First - You put a Lake on the water
one of only two ways. The mosi
comumon method is the Qat-atei-
uede “keel” landing, and the other
= i tadl-Arsr “full siall '|-'|.':II|IIIH
Mever land o lake anywhere
between a keel landing and a full
stall. Anything in between will

cause it (o bounce

cecond - When in troubbe (bounces
aned ;1|br||1l=h|||g'. ::||_||| the PEwEeT
and tall land (full stalll the alr-
plane into the water. No throttle
jockeying! Il you ihink you caf
save it, apply half throttle gradu
ally and stabilize the aircraft agti
tude. If thar works, vou can grad
ually apply full power and iy
away, But never apply sudden full
power when in a niear-stall atri-
jude close o the surface unless
wani to the

shape of vous .'.:.!:!ll.l.lll.' and gl

il reconligure
SO SUDMATINE CXpeErie e

Third - Think about where the
lancing gear s and wheoe i

should be. And do WUILLE Lhinkimg

out lowd at least 3 timiss prior (o
every landing Dowavwind
and final i recommended. with
one final check at 1O feet Al (of
LA
ifying posithon visually as well, ot
just looking for Hghts, Recite the
appropriate *This s a water land
ing and the gear is up” or “This is

bigsi,

A |'||.||-..1_- BLINE 040 e vl

an aErpart l.l:|1;|.i||;_..L and the gear s
for every landing. A gear
pp landing at an airpon will only
cause minimal damage o a Lake,
but a gear-down landing in the

divwn

water is almost certain Lo end in

Ctastropine,

Mot to say these are the only
things you need 1o know o fy a Lake
but they are probably the three most
imporiant things. IU's obvious (0 me

naw] that a Lake 8 1o demanding
and oo unusual of an aircraft (o ceer
iy tor learn on your s, That doesnt
mean 11 is difficult (o leam to fly a
Lake. It simply means that Lake-spe
cilic training is essential

I've been enjoving my LA-4 both
on and off the water mmensely ever
gince | pursued further training I still
have a very high respect for what a
Lake can and can’t do, bt the maore |
learm about this aircrafe, the
impressed 1 become. YWhat wiild b
a scary step turn in a floatplane is a
pon-cvent 15 a Lake. A skilled Lake

e

pibor can take off in a G00-fool clrcle
of stan & takeoff run downwind and
then urm 180 degrees into the wibid

S PP of [am i

| mly firerywsly |
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al the far end of the lake or over, all the
whille staving on the step and maintain
ing near-takead speed, 11 you suchdenly
el e Yous mretil |'_-'-||||'_Ill-.|-.'.:| e INe TS
on shore because you ane still on the
waier, 8 sharp skidding turm an the lasi
minute will keep vou clear ol ithe
ERCOITITE shiorelinme A '!Ell..l;:lilllll.' WL
be prone ito cartwivseling | the same
TTULT LRV

s with mos! seaplanes, 11 you can
o Lake on the st s M will e Ay Laks
hiow
quickly il pets on the step, even when
LUIRET JUuA I|||' i r.|'I
ksl man s _||:l.|_":|'| I||.\_|'!| AT |'.'|-!'!:||'II

has meally Impressed me with

AT Fross Wesinl

foatplane, il you compane the lemggth ol
the mkeofl run 0 8 comparably-priced
180-hp amphiblan, such as an oldéer
Lake 1= very oompeHinne

Further, that same Cessna probably has

Lassang, Ui
wvery liile useful lood, S0 alten a Lake (5
beeated for its performance off the
water, Bul sooften those who are critical
don'’t siop 1o consider how much power
thase Noatplanes, many of which aren’
s ] .:r:|||"'_;|:-||-:|'\-\._ usr o obiatn theae
|_l|"'||r!II 1NCE
P and | .
Thie firse tirme you ry oo dock o Lake
you'll have wished you owned a Do
Yol
1o the dock with

inbedevabie precision ;':.-||'|||._|rn1 (£ |

afe '|!-«.I_|':||| Lalll ITLARRE LY E5

throueh the water

floatplivne, b what 1o do whien you el
b= 1% @ ::I.'-:ll:il'||'| Usuzslly a bead-00
ipproach s the only red option, bul
that makes energy muenagement crithcal,
and the low-sling wings are abwiays
looking for things that will dent them
Beaching is the preferred moorage
mytkeeel, bant i1%s not hand 1o pat unsaghi
v scratches in the baottoim of the [Ese
mge. Curicsity abowut the hull-shaped
'_||'..el.,|!:.\,l ,||',\.,|l,'\. |||,l_',-.'\- |||'|'|||!-L|-r-\.' wilen
thom to the keel, | know it sounds petty
bt 1 am continually doing touch-up
i-.||||'..|||_[-||! ||";|' k] cified

|-"_|'

i.lrl|||.

Lakes lampding @ear Comes in
hMaking a prand

srpirance o 3 local '\-l'.l:|!!.'.|!|' eenl 1y

N LHNE WakeT.
ariving oait ol the water onio the beach
is really slick. Fven if the besch 15 boo
pnarrow fof that, yvou can still use your
gear 1o hold your Lake in place in shal
o waler, You'll need (o remeEmbEr (D

gresase things when you ged home o

STOL CONVERSIONS WITH G.T.O.W. INCREASE
FOR CESSNA AIRCRAFT
All modeils C-180, 182 GTOW 2 850 Lbs.
All models C-185's GTOW 3,525 Lbs.

| All models C-206 approved

*WingXienvion ST

will imcrease yonr [Nkt performance by ax mach av 30%
g
e gross fekeoff weight by s mach a3 L0001k "

AR RESEARCH TECHNOLOGY INE.

i B sinew seadails Truen S

ALUMINUM Y\, 5
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FTECH AIRCERAFT WOREES
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KIT INFORBATION PACTACE
N dasaricy Vallps 198 Brachars §04
[tpewsed Pl Beaghere 7§

EVERY BEACH WITHIN YOUR REACH
The wafld 5 tasiesd 4-glate amphilim Fres

#100 mph @ 10075 = 1590 mph & Ti%

1100 Bt edbed = T3E) 5. m. raspe




o sk Nemegaaly mearenl s iery of Teum [elie

avoid prematire joint or besring G-
urncs. Waterproof greases can help
reduce bearing repacking  Intervals
but they don’t eliminate them.

Clambering around on a Lake
during preflight will make you wish
WOU WeTe par rr|11|:k|_"_l," SR 1] ﬂ1“|_|ﬁ|‘|.
the LT I'Inl"L'lHi' and inboard
wings are reinforced so you can walk
mn rhl"nl. RODRSS [0 thl_‘ [T Ll-l ||'|-|."
engine and the propeller is sell diffi-
cult. A stepladder behind the wing s
ustiess om the LA-4 because the wing
filbets {(otherwise known as batwings)
get i the wiay. Acoess (o the rest of
the aircraft is easier than a Noarplane
because it is often out of the water,
fndd becaise it sits a lod lower bath in
and oud of the water,

Whereas the average foatplane
has o spend maost of its life exposed
to the elements, a Lake can be kepid ln
& nice cozy hangar, thereby avoiding
the risks that come from good ol
mother nature, That alse makes
things like maintenance and cleaning
much easier. Something as simple as
having the ability to take your sea
plane to the local FRO maintenance &
repair shop is a significant advaniage

The pusher prop can be a prob-
lem should a screw or river come
loose and go through it. Heaven for-
bid anything langer. Even encounters
with small objects can require pro-

2T} Anraal . VWhger Flying

peller blade replacements. The spe-
cinlly-built constant-speed propelles
geds pricey. On the other hand, hav-
ing the prop behind you improves
efficiency, keeps cabin noise to a
minimum, reduces gravel damage,
and is much safer for you, your pas-
sengers, and bystanders. The adverse
handling aspects of the high-thrust-
line pusher prop are, for the mos
part, overstated. With proper train
ing, thrust-related pitching is easily
imanaged.

A lot of private airstrips can be
huerd o an aincral urdercarmiagd, biil
the Lake handles rough grass or grav-
el sirips with ease. It has sufficient
ground clearance, and the trailing-
link landing gear is rugped and shock
absorbing. 1 like to operate out of a
lot of small, rough grass strips, and |
just codildn’t see an amphib leat
besing able 10 absorb the same loads
a5 Lake gear can.

| dislike the pas heater that s
mounted on top of the cabin and
tooks like same sort of stretched-out
oversized marshmallow, But heat
from the engine exhaust will nod oon
vect dowmwands, =0 the heawvy, expen-
sive, maintenance-intensive gas
heaters are a must. It is either very
haot orvery cold in the cabin, but then
again, 1 dont like to iy when the
wiater is hard amaway:

Visihility in the Lake = superh
Sitting in front of the wing and engine
provides the best visibility one could
ask for. The carbureted 180-hp
Lycoming O-360 has an impressive
track record for reliability and
longevity, and is easy to start. The LA-
d does not shane the LA-4-200% 2000
2350 RPMW limitadion, which gives the
LA-4 a wider range of economy
power settings.

The Rest of the Breed

Comparing an LA-4/ 180 to a 200-
hp Bucconeer is easy. The LA-4 is
essentially the same alrplane, but
with a two-inch shorter prop, no fuel
injection, and 20 fewer horsepower
The 180-hp Lake will do prety much
evirything the Buccaneer will, with
the exception of carrving as much
weight. The LA-4/180 has a gross
weight Hmit of 2400 pounds, com
!'IA..'ITI.'IJ. to the Buccammer's 2600-poaind
limit, But the averige Buccaneoer
welphs at beasy 100 |H|'|m|.|.\. msore than
the 180, so the effective lncrease in
usehul load ks somewhere around 100
pounds, provided the Buccaneer lsn't
Bl ap with a kot ol extra equip-
mint.

Considering both aircraft have the
samie wings, the 180 should be able o
lift the same weight, but power
makes the difference. Many 180 own
ers have discovered that if they install
the longer Buccaneer propy on thedr
180, it will hauwl just as much. Some
have even gone 50 far as to convern
their 180% 1o the 200-hp enginge and
prop, which yields a light, high-per
formance Lake. Taking that to an
extreme, some have updated their
180 to the last of the 200-hp breed,
the EP (Extended Performance], That
version moved the prop back 5 inch-
es and closed in the rear of the engine
cowling, providing the prop with less
turbulent air and thereby improving
performance. Many consider the EP
o be the best all-around Lake
::r|:|.|1-|'|:h:|:|u.

The mewest civilian Lake iz the
Renegade. It s so different from the
LA-4 that it is hard to even compare
the two. The most obvious difference
15 the 270-hp engine, three-blade
prop, tiurbocharger, longer cabin and
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luselage, reshi ape ol ETEine coawl and ver-

tical fin, and a deeper V-shaped hiull fog
rough wiler operations

I .
biggest dilerence

Pernaps . the
betwern the fwo §5
thie extra 200,000 [or a pood used one
IA-d4 pllos only dream about such
things. sao I'll save my cvaluation of the

Renegade for after | win the lottery

I a heartbeat! My oy regred 18 nod

going i sceomer. A while back

miysel the ultimate 1est; | scounesd the

pds in Trade-A-<Plane thinking abou

whal kind of airplane | d mther have (or
the same money. End result was noth
ing else (n the price range even nienest
el mee When | seie Cesena 17

far 54

&% selling
5,000, amphiblous Aoats easily
530,000, MAoat-equipped
SH DD | RS
amphiblians for $200.000 plus, the Lake
jonks pretty appealing. Dollar for dollar,
| find the [80-hp Lake hard. if not
i proesibdis, B Desad O

[ ':|"\.'|.'||II'I|:

supercubs for and

Additicns] Information

¢ Lake Amphibian Flyers Club
BRTTERS- 138 1. LakeMver@ishtnk net)
Chstvianding perwsletters. T mlvaincape
ol e oot o 1o ppc Bass Do k fesyes

= {ar fo Flall by Steve Reep
Availabile thiough SPAC 31 /695- 2080 -
hn eocelbenil book designed 1o help emry
bevel and experis alike in the cane &l
apetation of the Laks

& Newodahs, e,
[HTiA24- 3014 — Acrolsh is the Lakr (e
rin |'.:|||.||_I|r||: il .||||',!,F|'.|'. Criad et
MTTRLT

* Team Lake
[RR7 52 4- SARA
pefierbeshed prsaramied Lake .|r|.||'-|u||-|..|.||.1

*  Professlonal Shops
Amphibilans PMuis Harry Shannoe, Barbow
FL. 853/ 534-002% Alrcradt Inmoswadion £
Repair, Paull Fumes, Winter Hoven, FL,
BRI =E-4E55, Lake Central, Elish
Towrsend, Gravenhurst, (hulario
L8] A M|
Each of the=e Independent Lake specialty
whiis ane I cgpeits of medilisation

anil repair of Lake simphibe. and also offers

- Farrary-dieet N mnd

the Lake Eght taining program

* Weh Sbes
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Advertise in Wager /i magazine
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